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First-time movie actress Sally Andrews stars in “Her Majesty,™ a film about a girl in 19%0s New Zealand who deeams of meeting Queen Elizabaeth

DREAM

PENINSULA MOMS’ HARD WORK BRINGS SWEET STORY TO SCREEN

H| "o charming
little family movie about o

Mew Zealand girl's over
whelming  desire  to meet
Queen  Elizabeth, ook 16

vears and the determined of
forts of two Peninsula women
Loy imake it to the big screen

Howr it got made = as amae
ing as the heart-tugging story
of the 12-ear-old gir and the
vigiting monareh.

Like “My Big Fat Greck
Wisdding™ and “Bend It Like

MErcurynews.com

Tor link: to the Wb site for "Her
Majesty.”

Beckham,” which defied the
odds to became  word-of
maouth family hits, “Her Maj-
esty” (opeming in San Jose
ancl throughout the Bay Area
‘riclay’) is that rare PG-rat-
promivction Mnameed o
sile the studio system by pri
vate investors, some of them
Bay Area parents and grand-
parents.

Liza Gorden of Pale Alto
and Buzan Hailey of Atherton
led the charge. After anteing
up themseelves, they talked 32
people into investing $25,000
to 30000, In six months
they had raised 325 million,
the amount needed for writer-
director Mark Gordaon, Lisa's

il

See MOVIE, Puge 4F

Peninsula residents Lisa Gordon, left, and Susan Hailey
worked tirelessly to raise funds for the filming of "Her
Majesty.” written and directed by Gordon's brother Mark
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brother, to fy to New Zealand
to seout locations, hire a crew
amd complete the five-week
shoot.

“We had no idea how hard it
woulld be Lo palse the mobey,
a2 Lisa Gordoen, an attorney
who has worked in corporate
marketing. “We pretty much
broke every one of Holly-
wood's golden rules: No stars

. no studio momey . . . no dis-
tributor ... and a first-time
writer-director.”

The film's budget wis raised
by Liza Gordon amd Hailey in
informal “pitch session=" in
Boston, Seattle, Mountain
View and Atherton. Their pre-
senbations neluded wine and
shwme (Trom Down Unider, of
course) and @ newsreel of
Queen Elizalwth's 1953 visit 1o
New Zealand. Mark Gordon
walkedd prospective investors
through tie piot, which he de-
awribed a8 sophisticated
orming=of-age swory for chil
dren amd “adubls  owith the
hearts of children,”

But it wa= Haibey and Lisa
Lrordon deseribed as Ty
sowtal and very well connect-
" :::v Mark Czordon whio
gi the ball rolling Rnsncially
afier a0 mamy  disappeoing
ment=,

The “Her Majesty” s
wita Writien in 1988 and then, a
vear later, acoepled into the
wiiters workshop al Robwer
Resdfipred's Supdanes |nscituu
Ihanks to this exposure, it
was quickly optioned by a Hed
lvwennd  pensclaction  coompuny

Writer-director Mark Gordon looks thi-agi

O the next decade, it was
discussed as a wehicle for
Reese Witherspoon, Anna Pa-
gpuin amd, to the director's dis-
may, Angela Lansbury, sug-
gested for the role of the Maori
“witch” who imparts life les-
S0NS.

But then, silence.

“People are used to seeing
family films from Disney or
DreamWorks,” says Mark
Gordon, 43, who attended high

72 @i the aveards he has won for his {

fore sludymng flm at UCLA
“But this was different, o faud
I\ru... wdly |um '|:|emg devil-
= the studio sys-
tei. No one could figure out
hovw to make it happen.”

-\.l-u I

Gurdon, who describe e
selves as "movie moms” who
take their children to weerend
matinces but are clmad,j d;:'
pressed by what

Lisa Gordon, the “‘turnic,
cnt” came at “Polémon: The
Em Muvic™; Hailey threw up
er hands ot “The Rugrals
'»Iuﬂe
‘It wasn't even funty — jusl
# bunch of animated <:hau'at
ters yelling at each other” re-
calls Hailey, 43, an exceubive
with Harrah's Entertainment.
“I was shocked that | even
took miy 6-year-old daugnter to
e it Is.'udto:rwwlr‘%"hc'rc'?

gol to be something bette
thaan this," ™

That “something”™ turned
out to be the Cinderella fable
about a girl and a queen. both
named BElizabeth. It appealed
to business associates and
family friends as an alterns-
tve Lo crmes,  effects-beea
Hu],[}-mnui fare, For their onn-

tribtions, investors were told
they world  receive an o on-
sezreen thank-you, the: opport-
nity Lo appear as an extra in g
crowd scene (after they paid
their own way to New Zea-
lancd), el assurance chat they
would b reimburssd afier the
film's exhibitors and MNew Jer-
=t gt Fibutor were paid,
ith the £2.5 mﬂ]l hom 1 e
bank, the team cast about for
an experienced producer wiwo
could put together a shooting
schedube, hire a crew — and
':JrinF added legitimacy to the
prosduction. et blere,
veteran producer of “All the
President's Men” and “The
Onion Field," applisd for the
joly, and with him came e
]]]Hlﬂﬁlﬂl‘li'h-t‘ Stephen M. Katz
and editor Virginia Eatz (no
relation), who had WO hed on
“Gods and Monsters.”

After gasting ealls in Auck-
land and Wellington, the role
of Elizabeth went to H-vear-id
Sally Andrews, who had never
acted in a movie.

The film, completed in May
2001, was entered in film feat:-
vals in Chicago and Indianapo-
liz, where it won awards. Last
spring, it received limited runs
in  Pittsburgh, Columbus,
Scoltsdale and Kansas City,
where “it came in second to
“Van Helsing” during the open-
g weekend,” savs Mark FP’I
don proudly. Queen Elizabeth
has seen the film's trailer, he
adds, but there is still no word
on whether she has bestowed

aroyal Lhumh up or dm'.'n
Still, “the real test” for the
film comes now, 2ays Lisa Gor-
don, “because this is our own
back yard" To get the word
out about Friday's Bay Area,
Chicago amd Salt Lake City
premieres, Gordon and Hailey
are frantically networking vis
phone, e-muil, online message
groups and school sssemblie:
e Iwive a limited baedgel
tor publivity, 5o ours is primar
ilv o grass-rools campsign
saye Lisa Gordon, Htﬂlulilﬁ i
her  eluttered  home o
“We're LT"# to create
ground=well of awareness"
l’m‘illwl Cablen: =till can't
eslieve what hee valls “the in-
credible enthusiasm® of the

HﬂIJ wi] pulsiders
ihe:u:- two  women  did
something quite amazing” he

snys. "By raising money pri
vately, they made it possibl
for us to muke o film without
studio  supervision,  without
m_'mm-iu ing over our shoul-
der"

And how do Bay Area inves
tors feel sbout the fnished
prociuct?

“We think it's a lovely film,’
replies Anita Savides of Los
Altos  Hills, who invested
225,000 with her husband and
=on. “We couldn’t be prouder
of Mark and Lisa, who we've
known since childhood.™

W gt involved because of
the seareity of gquality films for
grandma and 11&1’ andchil-
dren,” adds Karen Druker, a
retived caterer in Palo Alto,
“Family movies today don't
teach leszons about life and re-
fdid}'ng yoursell. This one

5.




