Young New Zealand actress Sally Andrews staes a5 2 gir] who's excited is
meet Britala's Queen Ellzabeth I just alter her coremation

Acclaimed Marco Film Fest
movie makes it to DVD

By Quentin Roux
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It's no seoret that indepen
dent i makers foce a David
and Golith battde when §t
comes 0 securing diseribetors
for their films.

The dastributors, key o the
mdustry, are o really hard sell
They seldom even bother W
ook at independent movies, ex
cept maybe ot the higier festi
vals such as Sosdance, Toconto
inse] Coniriess

Bul, persistence in the bhoe of
the disiribution juggertoet om
pay off, s it has in the case of
M=k ) Goedin, whose Her
Magexty picked up o quiver of

awards at the final Marco Is
land Film Festival in 2004

Gondon, who actually se
cured a limited theater redease
for the flm, is bullish sbout
now having i released 10
DvD,

*A lot of indies dont get any
relesse at all” Goedon said
Thursday from his los An
gedes office

“In our case, a major DVD
distributor showed interest in
us even belore we got our the
utrical release. They had re
ceived an emall from their ac
Quisitions  department,  who
had peobably heard about us
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Independent movie directar Mark . Gordon is pleased about the potential of Ms tamily flm, Her Majesty, finally
makdng It to DVD. The mavie woa a string of awards af the Sxal Marcy Island Files Festival. The OVD bs set b be
teleased Aog. 29, Sl anitied] phows

A scene from the movie depicts the moment before actress Sally Andrewn’ character meets the Queen
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from the various festivals.”

The distribution company
(Image Entertainment), Gordon
said, has the kind of infrastruc-
ture that enables them o get
their products into outlets such
as Best Buy, Circuit City and
the online giant, Netflix.

In addition, he said, the cony
pany has its own publicity de-
partment, which in business
terms, clearly works for mutual
interest.

Also, Gordon said, a phus for
his particular movie — a period
piwece shot in New Zealand
about a young girl befriending
an elderly Maori woman on the
eve of Queen Elizabeth [I's wisit
to the country afler her 1953
coronation — is that besides
being a family film, it doesn't
date.

“Lots of times, a DVD can do
better than a theatrical run,” he
said.

Nevertheless, it's invariably a
slow process, unless — hypo-
thetically, he said — someone
like Oprah Winfrey blesses the
film on her show.,

“Then it's zero to &) in two
seconds,” Gordon said.

That's just one of the vagaries
of an industry in which film
makers have to be every bit as
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financially astute as lhcy are
creative with their movies,

Gordon, who actually took
more business classes at film
school than any other classes,
said a Jot of young flmmakers
fall into the trap of revealing
their budgets, for example.

“That provides information
that can be used against them
when somebody wants to buy
the rights,” he said.

“People should judge what's
up on the screen. Later on
down the road they can come
out with the cost, unless they've
made it for $10,000 and are get-
ting a lot of attention.”

As for his outlay, Gordon said
given the budget of one of the
lord of the Rings movies, he
could have made Her Majesty

Her Majesty is set to be released
oa DVD by Image Entertainment
08 Avg. 29. Submitted photo

50 times.

Gordon, while guiding his
film through the distribution
process “like sending a child
off to college,” is now working
on another movie, also a peni-
od picce,

“I's set in China and San
Francisco in 1913, and is about
& woman trying to bring her
two saons through the Angel [s-
land immigration station,” he
said.

Itis to be called Paper Son.

Gordon described it as a
darkish adult drama, as fiction
based on fact.

Further information about
Her Majesty — set for an Aug.
29 release — is available on
the hermajestythemovie.com
Web site.




